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dispossessed the Catholic foundations for chantry schools, and Henry VIII took over
the monastic schools. Universities were inspected and supervised by agents of Henry
VIII and Elizabeth I. Henry VIII made the church primers required reading in schools.
Thus the beginning church book became the beginning schoolbook. The Oath of
Supremacy under Elizabeth in 1562, which required all teachers to swear loyalty to
the monarchy and to subscribe to the Thirty-nine Articles of Anglican faith, gave
supervision of grammar schools to bishops. In general, civil control of education in
England during the Reformation tended to match that of Lutheran and Calvinistic
countries, whereas the Latin countries adhered primarily to the traditional conception
that education was a function of the Church and that schools should be established by
religious and private sources.
When the Catholic Church was largely eliminated from the religious scene in
England, the foundations of the monastic and chantry schools were confiscated and
much effort went into the refounding of the schools under public or private auspices.
For a time elementary education was provided in a rather haphazard and unsystematic
way. Parents taught their children whatever they could, hired a tutor if they could
afford one, or sent their children to the parish priest if he could and would teach them
their letters. In time, however, more or less formal instruction was given in petty
schools or in the preparatory department of a grammar school, called the petty classes.
By and large, education was available principally to those whose parents could afford
to provide it. Of course, as the merchant class grew in wealth and numbers, more
parents could afford education, and proposals were made for charity schools for the
poor. Formal education came to be available to approximately half the population of
England-the upper half.
Much more systematic interest was expressed in a classical secondary education.
Many new grammar schools were established—perhaps as many as 500 such schools
were newly founded or refounded during the Reformation. The financial stimulus for
this interest came substantially from the gentry and the new middle classes, whose
desire to improve their social status kept pace with their improving economic status.
As funds were poured into the endowments for Latin grammar schools, the bases were
being laid for the English public schools. The desire to give free instruction to poor
children was doubtless a motive in this movement, as witness the plea of Archbishop
Cranmer that poor boys be admitted to Canterbury School. On the whole, however,
the clientele for these schools came from a fairly wide range in the population above
the working classes. Some grammar schools were "public" in the sense that the funds
and income were used for the benefit of the schools rather than for the private profit
of those who conducted them. They were also "public" in the sense that all children
were free to attend them if they could pay the tuition or gain a free scholarship. They
were not "public" in what came to be the American sense, that they were open to all
free of charge because they were supported by public funds or taxation. The most
notable of the public schools were Winchester, Eton, Westminster, St. Paul's, Shrews-
bury, Rugby, Harrow, Charterhouse, and Merchant Taylors'.
Partly as a result of humanist consensus on pedagogical ideology and partly as a
result of royal edicts, the curriculum of the Latin grammar schools achieved a
remarkable standardization of content. Beginning as early as 1529 a canon of the

